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Tourism Cares Fuels Tourism Education with $50,000 
in American Society of Travel Agents Scholarship Fund Awards
Canton, Mass. (Dec. 15, 2008) – Tourism Cares, the tourism industry’s premier charitable organization for preservation, conservation, restoration and education has given $50,000 in American Society of Travel Agents Scholarship Fund awards to 23 tourism and hospitality students. The schools the recipients attend represent educational institutions across the United States. 

 “Education is the cornerstone to the future face of tourism,” said Bruce Beckham, executive director, Tourism Cares.  “The Tourism Cares scholarship program provides support to the responsible industry of tomorrow.”
The Tourism Cares Education Committee selects academic and professional development scholarship recipients each year from hundreds of applicants. 

In addition to monetary awards ranging from $1,000 to $4,000, the scholarship recipients were also invited to attend the Tourism Cares Experience the Industry Student Program at the annual National Tour Association Convention held in November in Pittsburgh, Pa.  The conference allowed students the opportunity to shadow professional mentors, participate in roundtable discussions about careers in the industry, and attend convention workshops.

The following is the list of the 23 Tourism Cares American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) Scholarship Fund recipients, awarded in fall 2008.  The recipients include 17 educational and 6 professional development scholarships:

	Scholarship Name
	Student Recipient
	School Attending

	ACADEMIC
	
	

	Alaska Airlines 
	Janet Ross
	Arizona State University

	American Express Travel 
	Jessie McComb
	George Washington University

	Arizona Chapter Gold 
	Keiko Yamanoi
	Arizona State University

	Healy 
	Stefan Brabeck
	Cornell University

	Holland America Line-Westours, Inc. 
	Danielle McDonald
	College of Southern Nevada

	Holland America Research Grant
	Hui Xie
	The Pennsylvania State University

	Joseph R. Stone (1 of 6)
	Karina Barrero
	University of California, Santa Barbara

	Joseph R. Stone (2 of 6)
	Steven Cirronella
	Fairfield University

	Joseph R. Stone (3 of 6)
	Lindsay Day
	The University of Oklahoma

	Joseph R. Stone (4 of 6)
	Thomas Orion Hall
	University of Tennessee

	Joseph R. Stone (5 of 6)
	Kayla Huddleston
	Colorado State University

	Joseph R. Stone (6 of 6)
	Hannah Yudkin
	Barnard College, Columbia University

	Northern California/Richard Epping 
	Angelica Sapodillo
	International Tour Management Institute (ITMI)

	Princess Cruises and Princess Tours (1 of 2)
	Stefania Cambarau
	Florida international University

	Princess Cruises and Princess Tours (2 of 2)
	Daniel Polulak
	Florida Gulf Coast University

	Simmons 
	Kanae Tsutsumi
	George Washington University

	Southern California Chapter/Pleasant Hawaiian Holidays 
	Ban Ishii
	University of San Francisco

	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
	
	

	A.J. Spielman 
	Jodi Krueger
	Conlin-Hallissey Travel School

	Avis 
	Daniel Mueller
	University of California, San Diego

	

	George Reinke (2 of 4)
	Pamela Johnson
	Purdue University

	George Reinke (3 of 4)
	Laurie Torbet
	Conlin-Hallissey Travel School

	George Reinke (4 of 4)
	Joyce Zack
	Prestige Travel School

	Stan and Leone Pollard 
	Mary Mendoza
	Edmonds Community College


Over the last 20 years, Tourism Cares has provided more than 400 students with scholarships and other awards. In April, Tourism Cares also took over the distribution of all the American Society of Travel Agents Scholarship Fund student awards, as well as guardianship over $1.4 million dollars of ASTA Foundation funds.   With the recent addition of ASTA funds, Tourism Cares’ net assets rose to $3.5 million.

Tourism Cares is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public charity that benefits society by preserving the travel experience for future generations by awarding grants to natural, cultural and historic sites worldwide; by presenting academic and professional development scholarships to  students of hospitality and tourism; and by organizing volunteer efforts to restore tourism-related sites in need of care and rejuvenation. For additional information about Tourism Cares, please visit www.tourismcares.org.
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